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B.  POPE  BARTLETT,  ESQ., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Mere  Rural  Sanitary  Authority. 


PRESENTED,  1905. 


Mere  Rural  Sanitary  Authority. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and’  Members  of  the  Mere 
District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,— 

I  haT*0  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  report 
as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  tho  year  ending 
December  Slst,  1904. 

DEAT'HSi 

During  thie  year  1904  the  deaths  registered  in 
the  district  numbered  67  against  65  registered  in 
the  previous  year.  T'hese  show  a  death  rate  of 
13.2  per  1,000  population,  calculated  on  the  census 
estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year.  The  death 
rate  for  the  whole  of  Eng  land  and  Wales  for  the 
year  1904  was  16.2.  Of  the  deaths  seven  were  of 
children  under  one  year  of  age  equal  to  an  annual 
death  rate  of  64.2  per  1,000  births  (England  and 
Wales  146).  Thirty-one  deaths,  nearly  one  half, 
were  of  persons  65  years  of  age  and  upwards.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  quarters  of  the  year,  the  deaths 
were  as  follows: — ■ 


First  quarter 

...  25 

Second  quarter  . . 

...  20 

Third  quarter  . 

...  12 

Fourth  quarter  . 

...  10 

There  were  29  deaths  of  males  and  38  of  females. 

BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district 
during  the  year  Avas  109  showing  a  decrease  O'!  15 
on  last  year.  This  number  is  equal  to  annual 
birth  rate  of  21.5  per  1,000  population.  The 
birthrate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales 
for  the  same  period  was  27.9.  62  of  the  births 

were  of  males  and  47  of  females. 

MORTALITY  FROM  CERTAIN  DISEASES. 

Of  deaths  classified  according  to  their  causes 
26  were  due  to  diseasesi  of  the  chest,  viz.,  4  to 
phthisis,  4  to  bronchitisi,  4  to  pneumonia,  1  to 
pleurisy,  1  to  congestion  of  the  lungs,  and  12  to 
heart  diseases.  Six  deaths  were  due  to  cancer 
and  six  to  accidents. 

DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Five  deaths  Avere  due  to  zymotic  diseases,  viz., 
one  each  to  measles,  diphtheria,  puerperal  fever, 
zymotic  enteritis  and  cellulitis, 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

'  During  tine  yeiar  tli'e  disitrict  has  be^n  fairly 
free  from  any  eeriou®  outbreaka  of  zymotic  disr 
eases.  The  only  epidemics  of  importance  have 
been :  Diphtheria  at  Stourton  and  Kilmington, 
10  cases ;  ecarlatina  at  Zeals,  20  cases;  and  measles 
at  East  Knoyle.  There  was  a  mild  epidemic  of 
scarlatina  at  Maiden  Bradley  in  January,  8  cases. 
The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  under  the  Act  during  the  year  was  45. 


SCAELATINA. 

The  cases  of  scarlatina  at  Maiden  Bradley  in 
the  month  of  January  were  confined  to  two  houses 
and  wei'0  of  a  very  mild  type.  By  careful  isola¬ 
tion  the  disease  was  prevented  from  spreading. 
In  October  a  child  attending  the  schools  at  Zeals 
was  discovered  to  bei  suffering  friom  ©carlatina. 
All  the  childrem  in  the  house  were  prevented  from 
attending  the  schools,  but  other  cases  soon  ap-- 
peared  amongst  the  scholars,  and  I  considered  it 
neceeeary  to  advise  you  to  close  the  schools  for 
a  time.  Between  the  appeiarance  cf  the  first  case 
and  the  end  of  the-  year  20  cases  were  reported  in 
ten  houses,  nearly  all  being  those  in  which  re¬ 
sided  scholars  attending  the  Zeals  School.  The 
cases  were  chiefly  of  a  mild  type,  and  were  iso*- 
lated  as  soon  as  discovered,  and  the  Scbools  thor¬ 
oughly  disinfected.  No  deaths  resulted  from 
either  epidemic. 


DIPHTEEEIA. 

Of  the  14  cases  reported,  10  occurred  in  the 
parishes  of  Stourton  and  Kilmington  during  the 
first  three  m'Onths  of  the  A^ear  and  were  a.  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  epidemic  mentioned  in  my  last 
report.  Following  the  advice  given  in  my  special 
report  on  the  outbreak  at  Stourton,  your  Council, 
assisted  by  Sir  Henry  Hoare,  took  energetic  steps 
to  arrest  the  spread  cf  the  disease.  All  infected 
clothes  and  bedding  was  destroyed,  the  houses 
efficiently  disinfected,  and  lime-washed,  and 
nearly  every  child  and  as  many  adultsi  as  were 
willing,  in  the  parish  of  Stourton,  were  given  a 
prophylactio  dose  of  antitoxin.  The  school©  were 
also  thoroughly  disinfected  and  lime-washed  and 
all  doubtful  book©  and  papers  destroyed.  The 
result  of  these  steps  was  that  the  last  cas-S'  was 
reported  on  March  3rd,  and  there  were  no  fresh 
ones  in  Stourton  or  Kilmington  during  the  year. 

INTEEE STING*  FACTS  OF  THE  EPIDEMIC. 

First  Casei  at  Stourton,  October  16,  1902. 

Last  case  at  Stourton,  March  3,  1904. 

Number  of  cases  reported  in  Stourton  and  Kil¬ 
mington,  77. 

Number  of  deaths  from  same,  5 — equals  6.5  per 
cent,  of  cases  of  disease. 

Months  in  which  most  prevalent :  December, 
January  and  February. 

One  child  died  in  Kilmington  in  the  month  of 
January,  1904,  from  the  disease. 


SCHOOL  CLOSUKE  ON  ACCOUNT  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  tke  year  the  Schoolis  ia  the  District  have 
been  closed  for  25  weeks  on  account  of  infectious 
diseases  in  the  parishes  in  which  the  Schools  are 
situated,  viz. :  — 

East  Knoyle  4  weeks  Measles. 

Stourton  17  ,,  Diphtheria. 

Kilmington  4  ,,  Diphtheria. 

As  siurprise  is  often  expressed  that  I  do  not 
order  the  Schools  to  be  closed  when  a  single  infec¬ 
tious  case  is  reported  in  a  parish,  and  erroneous 
opinions  appear  to  exist  as  to  the  circuinsitances 
■which  justify  this  course,  and  the  method  of 
carrying  it  orit,  I  venture  to  give  extracts  from 
the  memorandum  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
bearing  on  Sohool  Closure,  for  general  informa¬ 
tion  :  — ■ 

(1)  T'he  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  no  power 
to  order  the  closing  of  a  Public  Elementary 
School  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  infec¬ 
tious  diseaste.  A  School  can  only  be  closed 
by  the  Sanitary  Authority  or  any  two  mem¬ 
bers  thereof,  acting  lon  the  advic'e  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(2)  The  IVIaaiagersi  must  at  once  comply  with  the 
notice  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  the  district 
in  which  the  schO'Ol  is  situated,  or  any  two 
members  thereof,  acting  on  the  advise  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  requiring  them  for 
a  specified  time,  with  a  view  of  preventing 
thci  sipread  of  disease,  e'ither'  to  clos'e  the 
school,  or  to  exclude  any  scholars  from  at¬ 
tendance. 

(3)  All  children  suffering  from  any  dangerous 
infectious  disorder  should  be  excluded  from 
school  until  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
they  have  ceased  to  be  in  an  infectious  con¬ 
dition. 

(4)  As  to  do  sure  of  schools,  this  by  more  seri¬ 
ously  interfering  with  the  educational  work  of 
a  district,  is  a  much  more  grave  stej)  for  a 
Sanitary  Authority  to  take  than  to  direct  the 
exclusion  of  particular  scholars.  It  is  a 
measure  that  seldom  ought  to  be  enforced, 
except  under  circumstances  involving  immin¬ 
ent  risk  of  an  epidemic,  nor  even  then  as  a 
matter  of  routine,  nor  unless  there  be  a  clear 
pr^ospect  of  preventing  the  propagation  of  dis¬ 
ease  such  as  could  not  be  looked  for  from 
less  comprehensive  action. 

(5)  If  by  reason  of  the  absence  or  exclusion  of  a 
large  number  of  children,  the  attendance  at 
a  school  be  greatly  reduced,  it  may  be  found 
better  to  close  it  altogether. 

From  the  above  extracts  it  may  be  concluded 
that  school  closure  is  viewed  by  the  Local  Gov¬ 
ernment  Board  as  a  serious  matter,  w'hich  should 
not  be  done  as  a  niatter  of  routine  or  until  an 
effort  has  been  made  to  check  the  spr.s.ad  of  the 
disease  by  the  exclusion  from  sch'ool  of  the  in¬ 
fected  eases  and  those  residing  in  the  samei  house. 


THE  WATER  SUPPLY  OF  THE;  DISTRICT. 

The  supply  of  wa'er  in  the  dietrtoc  during  the 
pa.st  year  hae  been,  aa  a  rule,  plentiful.  This 
has  been  due,  however,  in  some  parts,  ta  the 
abundance  of  surface  water,  owing  to  the  heavy 
rainfall,  and  in  these  cases  the  quality  of  the 
water  has  been  far  from  satisfactory.  In  Novem¬ 
ber  I  •examined  the  water  supply  of  the  village  of 
West  Knoyle,  and  from  the  report  I  furnished 
you  with,  you  were  enabled  to  judge  the  necessity 
of  a  better  supply  of  water  to  th*ei  parish.  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  needs  of  this  parish,  as  well  as  those 
of  other  parts  of  the  district,  which  I  have 
brought  to  your  notice  in  former  reports,  are 
receiving  your  careful  attention,  and  I  trust  you 
will  succeed  in  your  efforts  to  remedy  the  present 
deficiencies. 

THE  GENERAL  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF 
THE  DISTRICT. 

During  the  year  I  have  paid  visits  of  inspection 
in  company  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  all 
parts  of  the  district,  and  I  believe  that  the  general 
sanitary  condition  is  satisfactory.  Th.sre  have 
been  the  usual  sanitary  defects  to  discover  and 
correct.  From  the  report  of  the  Inspector  you 
will  see  that  54  notices  have  been  served  on 
owners  of  property  and  householders  .and  in  51 
cases  they  have  been  complied  with.  48  accu¬ 
mulations  of  offensive  refuse  have  been  removed; 
55  house  drains  and  waste  pipes  have  been  at¬ 
tended  to,  and  a  considerable  number  of  closets 
put  in  a  more  sanitary  condition.  I  consider  that 
your  Inspector  hasi  perform-ed  his  duties  in  an 
efl&cient  manner  and  carried  them  out  with  tact 
and  ability. 

Trusting  you  will  consider  this  report  for  the 
past  year  satisfactory, 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  S-ervant, 


B.  POPE  BARTLETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Heiiltli. 


TABLE  1. 


A'ear. 

Population  estimated 
to  middle  of  each 
Year. 

Births. 
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der  1  YR.\R 
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1 
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1 

' 
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12 

75.0 

83 

14.8 

5 

1895 
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25.7 

16 
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18.8 

7 

1896 
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14 

86.9 

75 

13.6 
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11 
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24.2 

7 

53.4 

71 
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10 
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86 

16.0 

5 
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4 
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87 
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7 

1901 
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26.2 

8 
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70 

13.4 

6 

1902 
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21.7 

7 

62.5 

88 

17.2 

7 

1903 

5093 
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24.3 

7 

56.4 

65 

12.7 

4 

Averages 

for  j^ears 
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9.6 

68.4 

79.3 

14.8 
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1894-1903. 

1904 

5057 

109 

21.5 

7 

64.2 

67 

13.2 

5 

i 

Area  of  District  in  acres"| 

(exclusive  of  area  131,091 
covered  by  water.)  J 


Total  population  at  all  ages  . 5,210 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . 1,258 


Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4.14 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS  IN  THE  PARISHES. 


TABLE  III. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1904. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

Cases  Notified  in  whole 
District. 

Total  Cases  Notified 
Locality. 

in  Each 

At  all  Ages. 

At  Ages 

— Years. 
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Membranous  croup 

Erysipelas 
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Scarlet  fever 

28 

10 

16 

1 

1 

8 

20 

Typhus  fever 

Enteric  fever 
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Totals 
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TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  Ag^es  at,  Death  dunng  Year  1904. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Sraall-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  .. 
Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  mem¬ 
branous  croup 
Croup 

TTyphus 
Fever  Enteric 

t  Other  continued 
Epidemic  influenza 
Cholera  ..  .  . 

Plague 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases  ... 
Phthisis 

Other  tubercular  disease 
Cancer, malignant  disease 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia  ... 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Res¬ 
piratory  organs 
Alcoholism  ...  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  j 
Venereal  diseases 
Premature  birth 
Diseases  and  accidents  of 
parturition 
Heart  diseases 
Accidents 
Suicides 
Apoplexy  ... 

All  other  causes 


All  causes 
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Deaths  in  Localities 
(at  all  ages). 
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Institutions. 


